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[For Immediate Release]                    

 

THE PULI APPOINTS MARTIJN VAN DER VALK GENERAL MANAGER 

Mr. Van der Valk brings a wealth of management experience to the newly opened The 

PuLi Hotel & Spa 

 

Shanghai, September 2009 – The PuLi Hotel and  Spa (The PuLi), Shanghai’s first 

luxury urban resort, is proud to announce the appointment of Mr. Martijn Van der 

Valk as General Manager of the hotel.  Mr. Van der Valk takes the reigns from Ms. 

Christine Hodder, who was brought on as General Manager specifically for the hotel’s 

pre-opening phase. 

 

With The PuLi’s doors now open, Mr. Martijn Van der Valk, a seasoned veteran with 

more than 20 years of senior management experience in luxury hospitality, arrives at 

The PuLi from his most recent position as General Manager of Shanghai’s Pudi 

Boutique Hotel Fuxing Park.   

 

‚It is my honor to take the reigns from Christine.  Under her management, The PuLi 

is the most well prepared hotel I have been involved with.  With our doors now open, 

I am very excited to take the hotel through its next evolutionary stages,‛ said Mr. Van 

der Valk.    

 

Mr. Martijn Van der Valk began his impressive service industry career in 1984 in the 

Netherlands, where he gathered a wealth of experience in hotel management.  At his 

first overseas posting at the Hyatt Regency Hotel Riyadh in 1997, Mr. Van der Valk 

gained international experience following challenging corporate management training.  

In 2000, he moved to the Jumeirah Carlton Tower in London. 

 

In 2002, Martijn Van der Valk’s career took him from Europe to Asia, where he 

accepted the role of Executive Assistant Manager at The Lalu Sun Moon Lake, a hotel 

developed by GHM and located in Nantou, Taiwan.  With an innate talent for cross 

cultural management, Mr. Van der Valk was soon after appointed as General Manager 
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of The Strand Yangon in Myanmar, and then relocated to the Carcosa Seri Negara in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, both GHM hotels.   

 

Following his tenure with GHM, Mr. Van der Valk took on the role of General 

Manager at Baros Maldives in July 2006.  Wanting to be a part of Shanghai’s 

cosmopolitan renaissance, Mr. Van der Valk accepted his role of General Manager at 

the Pudi Boutique Hotel Fuxing Park before joining the opening team of The PuLi in 

2008. 

 

A Dutch national, Mr. Van der Valk is a graduate of The Hague, the internationally 

renowned hotel school.  With a love for languages, he is fluent in English, Dutch, 

French, and German.  He is currently adding Mandarin to this impressive list of 

talents.   

 

PuLi Wins ‘Best New Hotel’ at TravelWeekly China Awards 2009 

 

Mr. Martijn Van der Valk’s tenure as General Manager is off to an exciting start, after 

The PuLi Hotel & Spa being recently presented with TravelWeekly China’s ‘Best New 

Hotel’ award at the TravelWeekly China Travel and Meeting Industry Awards 2009 in 

Beijing.  Mr. Van der Valk personally accepted the award in front of an audience of 

his peers.   

 

‚It is a delight to receive such a prestigious award.  To be named ‘Best New Hotel’, is 

a true testament to the hard work and dedication of our team,‛ said Mr. Van der Valk.       

 

The Travel Weekly (China) Travel and Meeting Industry Awards recognises 

outstanding achievements and contributions to tourism by travel companies in the 

Asia Pacific.  This year’s Awards received some 800,000 votes cast by TravelWeekly 

China readers and industry peers in all categories.  The awards were presented on 7 

September at a gala cocktail event at the Raffles Beijing Hotel. 
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About The PuLi Hotel and Spa 

The PuLi Hotel and Spa is Shanghai’s first luxury urban resort.  Firmly incorporated 

into the hotel’s dedication to delivering handcrafted luxury service, guest experiences 

mark a departure from the expected generic style of luxury usually associated with 

conventional collections of foremost hotels.  Imbued with contemporary elements 

and accents of traditional Asian charm, the result is a distinctively unique, new spatial 

and guest experience in this oasis within the metropolis.  The PuLi Hotel and Spa is 

managed by Urban Resort Concepts and is a member of The Leading Hotels of the 

World. 

 

 

For more information about The PuLi Hotel and Spa, please contact us:  

 

Proximity Live ὔ₿ѣѨ  

Ms. Terrisa Li 

Media Relations Manager   

Tel: +86 21 2401 8196   

Cell phone: +86 138-1635-6097 

Email: leona.zhang@proximitylive.cn 
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Ms. Jaime Kuek 

Public Relations Director 

Tel: +86 21 2216 6973 

Cell phone: +86 137-6155-6194 

Email: jaime.kuek@thepuli.com 

 


